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In 1993, I went to Hales Corners and I could literally ride my bike right up to the front door. Al Letson: That's
Pete LePage, who lives in Menasha Wisconsin, a city of about 10,000. He's a founder of the Wisconsin Labor

Forum, which is a grassroots organization that has organized tens of thousands of workers and helped to pass
some major labor reforms in the state. Pete LePage: I've seen workers who are intimidated, workers who have
been abused, workers who have been subjected to verbal harassment, and workers who have been threatened

with violence to their families. Al Letson: As we've been driving, Pete's point is, these kinds of incidents can
happen anywhere. Pete LePage: Worker rights are worker rights. They're not geographic rights. I mean, any
worker can be on a job, in any city, in any state, in any country. Al Letson: It's hard to really understand how

bad things are for the country's most vulnerable workers when so many people don't recognize it as a problem
at all. Pushing for change can be challenging. It's why Pete LePage's been focused on organizing at the local

level. Pete LePage: In my county alone, we have over 90,000 workers in the food-preparation industry. They're
mostly immigrant workers, and only about 10% of them speak English as their primary language. But yet, all
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