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most popular ones in
pharmacies were the ones
with the lowest content of

effective ingredients; this is
in spite of the fact that

products with low active
ingredient content often

have better content of other
ingredients, such as colour

and preservatives. The
findings are not comforting
because it means that the
majority of pharmacies sell
low quality products, which
leads to high levels of drug

use in society and may

                               4 / 8



 

increase the risk of adverse
events in users. It is possible
that pharmacies do not make

an effort to increase the
quality of products, since a

low quality prescription
medicine is cheaper than a
high-quality one, and the

seller cannot lose too much
from the sale. As already

seen in the European
Association of Regional and

Local Health Authorities
report on medication

shortages (2), it is the OTC
market that seems to be the
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weak link between the
quality of the prescription
medicines and the ones

available on the market. The
fact that most of the OTC

medications are produced by
the same companies as the

prescription medicines,
makes it seem acceptable
that most of them are of

poor quality. These are also
the most available products,
and thus the ones most often
recommended to patients. If

medications are of good
quality, it is unlikely that
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patients will try to obtain
them outside of the official
channels. Another factor is
that, unlike the prescription

medicines, the OTC
medications are not under
the supervision of a health

authority, even though they
should be, as they are

classified as medicines under
the 6d1f23a050
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